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heroic soul. Royce was heir to the Calvin-
istic tradition ; piety, to his mind, consisted
in trusting divine providence and justice,
while emphasising the most terrifying truths
about one's own depravity and the sinister
holiness of God. He accordingly addressed
himself, in his chief writings, to showing
that all lives were parts of a single divine
life in which all problems were solved and
all evils justified.

It is characteristic of Royce that in his
proof of something sublime, like the existence
of God, his premiss should be something sad
and troublesome, the existence of error.
Error exists, he tells us, and common sense
will readily agree, although the fact is not
unquestionable, and pure mystics and pure
sensualists deny it. But if error exists,
Royce continues, there must be a truth
from which it differs ; and the existence of
truth (according to the principle of idealism,
that nothing can exist except for a mind
that knows it) implies that some one knows
the truth; but as to know the truth
thoroughly, and supply the corrective to
every possible error, involves omniscience,
we have proved the existence of an omniscient